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1981, the population aged 14 to 24 has declined 
significantly. Most persons in this age group were 
born during the "baby-bust" era of the late 1960s 
and 1970s when birth rates were dropping rapidly. 

Between 1981 and 1986, the secondary school age 
population (14-18) decreased by 15 %, while the 
youth population (18-24) experienced an 8% drop. 
These decreases have started, and will continue to 
exert a downward pull on the number of persons 
entering the labour market. This is in sharp contrast 
to the 1960s and 1970s, when the "baby-boomers" 
entered the labour market in record numbers. 
Adult population continues to increase. There 
are one million persons aged 75 or over in Canada 
and more than half the population is over 30 
years of age. 

The population aged 20 to 64 continued to 
increase between 1981 and 1986. This group was 
66% larger in 1986 than in 1961 and grew by nearly 
8% during the 1981 to 1986 period. In 1986, 56% 
of this general working age population were 35 
years of age or older. In future years, as the "baby-
boomers" move into their 40s and beyond, the 
working age population will become increasingly 
concentrated in the older age groups. 

The population aged 65 and over has grown from 
1.4millionin 1961 to 2.7 million in 1986,arateof 
increase more than twice that of the population as 
a whole. The numbers of those 75 years of age and 
older increased at an even higher rate. In 1986, there 
were just over one million persons aged 75 and over, 
more than double the number in 1961. 

The aging ofthe population is clearly reflected 
in the fact that the median age of the Canadian 
population is now the highest in history. In 1986, 
the median age ofthe population was 31.6 years, 
up from 29.6 in 1981 and 26.3 in 1961. 

In 1986, nearly 11% of the population were 65 
years of age and older compared to less than 8% in 
1961. In contrast, in 1986,21 % of Canadians were 
under 15 years of age compared to 34% in 1961. 

British Columbia had the highest median age 
(33 years) in 1986, followed by Ontario and 
Quebec with median ages of 32 years. At the 
other extreme, the Northwest Territories had by 
far the youngest population (median age of 24 
years), followed by Newfoundland with a median 
age of 28 years and Alberta and the Yukon with 
median ages of 29 years. 
Women outnumbermen among seniors. In 1961, 
there were 106 women aged 65 and over for every 
100 men in the same age group. By 1986 the ratio 
had jumped to 138 women for every 100 men. 

The gap between the number of males and 
females increases with age so that for the popula
tion 85 years of age and older, women out
numbered men by more than two to one in 1986. 

This imbalance between females and males among 
seniors is due to differences in longevity, with 
women outliving men an average of seven years. 
More single young adults. Young adults are tending 
to marry at a later age. As a result, the propor
tion of single persons aged 20 to 34 continued to 
increase between 1981 and 1986. 

Among females 20 to 24 years of age, 60% were 
single in 1986, compared to 40% in 1961 and 51 % 
in 1981. Similar patterns have been observed for 
women in the 25 to 34 year age groups, as well as 
among males. 

These trends explain, in part, the lower rates of 
family formation, the lower fertihty rates and the 
increase in one-person households in recent years. 

2.7.2 Language 
At the time of the 1986 Census, 15.3 million 
persons, or 61% ofthe population of Canada, 
reported English as their only mother tongue; 6.2 
million, or 24% ofthe population, reported French 
as their only mother tongue; and 2.9 million, or 
11 % of the population, reported a language other 
than English or French as their only mother tongue. 
(First language learned and still understood.) 

To better reflect the linguistic reality in Canada, 
the 1986 Census was the first Census in which Cana
dians could indicate more than one mother tongue, 
if the mother tongues had been learned 
simultaneously and were spoken as frequently 
during childhood. Nearly one million persons, or 
a little less than 4% of the population, reported 
having more than one mother tongue. The distribu
tion of these responses was as follows: English and 
French, 333,000; English and language(s) other 
than French, 526,CXX); French and language(s) other 
than English, 36,000; English, French and other 
language(s), 47,000; and more than one language 
other than English and French, 14,000. 

The existence of multiple responses makes com
paring 1986 Census results with those of the 
previous Censuses difficult. 

The proportion of Francophones in Canada and 
the proportion of Anglophones in Quebec con
tinue to decline. However, because of this change 
between 1981 and 1986 data, it is difficult to 
accurately estimate the variations in the linguistic 
composition of the population from 1981 to 1986. 

The drop in the percentage of persons with 
French as their mother tongue began in 1951. The 
French-language group then accounted for 29% 
of the Canadian population, compared with 
approximately 25 % in 1986. In Quebec, the per
centage of persons with English as their mother 
tongue has been falling since 1941. (This was the 
year ofthe first Census from which we have data 
that can be compared with today's data.) This 


